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The Waikato Clinical School is an Academic Division of The University of Auckland, Faculty of Medical and Health Sciences. The School provides clinical teaching and research for undergraduate medical and allied health science students.
The main purpose of the School is to provide an outstanding environment in which medical students can undergo their clinical training. We aim to pursue excellence in teaching and learning through exposure of our students to high quality clinical teachers. The School is also committed to developing and increasing it’s research performance and the number and quality of it’s postgraduate students in line with The University of Auckland’s Strategy.

Our Mission Statement
The Waikato Clinical School first and foremost aims to provide an excellent clinical learning environment for students. The School also aims to increase both it’s clinical and basic research and encourage increasing liaison with researchers in New Zealand and internationally.
Affiliations and Collaborations

The Waikato Clinical School could not operate without the support and input from a number of key collaborators. In particular we need to recognise the considerable support we receive from the Waikato District Health Board. We also have strong links with Lakes and the Bay of Plenty DHB’s and Pinnacle Group Ltd.

Over the years the School has had considerable funding from the Waikato Medical Research Foundation whilst our two Senior Lecturers in Rural Health Care are supported by the New Zealand Institute of Rural Health. The School has strong research links with AgResearch, Ruakura.

Our History

An agreement concerning the formation of the Waikato Academic Division, (renamed the Waikato Clinical School in 2001) was signed by Prof Peter Gluckman from The University of Auckland and Dr Tony Cull, Health Waikato CEO in 1994.

The school grew rapidly under the leadership of Dr Peter Rothwell and became a clinical teaching centre with an excellent reputation for providing clinical experience and a supportive environment for the students. In 2001 a new building incorporating the Clinical Skills Centre and the Library was opened and named the ‘Peter Rothwell Academic Centre’. Dr Rothwell was succeeded by Dr Jack Havill in 2003 and Prof Ross Lawrenson in 2005.
The Chief Executive Officer of the Waikato DHB from 1998 to 2005 was Dr Jan White who not only supported the Waikato Clinical School as a teaching centre but also supported research with the establishment of Chairs in Medicine, Anaesthetics, Psychiatry and Primary Health Care. The University of Auckland greatly values their strategic partnership with the Waikato DHB and formally signed a ‘Strategic Alliance Agreement’ in November 2005.

Undergraduate Students

The purpose of the school is to provide an outstanding environment in which medical students can undergo their clinical training and to pursue excellence in teaching and learning through exposure to high quality clinical teachers. Medical students from the University of Auckland apply to undertake clinical training at the Waikato Clinical School and can be accommodated in most specialties in the 4th, 5th and 6th years of the course. “Selective” attachments are also available and there are a limited number of overseas elective students accepted each year. Trainee Intern positions are available at both the Waikato and the Rotorua Campuses. In 2007 we had 23 students at Waikato and 12 at Rotorua. All but two students satisfactorily completed their requirements for the TI year. Ten students have taken up PGY1 positions at Waikato Hospital and 7 at Rotorua. Four students chose to take up PGY1 positions in Australia and one has been offered a research scholarship in the United States. 
Hauora Māori

The main engagement on Māori health at the WCS has been though Te Wai O Rona: Diabetes Prevention Strategy which was wound up in 2007 with a number of consultation hui and a post project review. This review was chaired by Sir Paul Reeve. 
Prof. Graham Mellsop is supervising a Māori PhD student, Ms Kahu McClintock for her PhD entitled ‘Acceptable Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services for Māori in Aotearoa’.
Elective Students

The WCS hosted 14 elective students in 2007 including students from the UK, USA, Auckland, NZ, Pretoria and Australia.

WCS Prizes 2007
Pinnacle Prize in General Practice
Michael Oehley and Danuta Young
Ellis Dick Trainee Intern Prize in Surgery
Kwang Yeoh
The David Clews Prize 
Michael Oehley
Peter Rothwell Clinical Teacher Award 

Dr John MacLachlan
Postgraduate Study

There were 5 PhD students registered with the University with supervisors from Waikato Clinical School during 2007. 
Current PhD Students

Mrs Grace Joshy

Dr Rathan Subramaniam

Ms Kahu McClintock

Mrs Veronique Gibbons

Dr Steven Lillis
Mrs Deborah Harris
MD

In 2007 there were six doctors enrolled for an MD

Mr Thodur Vasudevan

Dr Gerard Devlin

Dr Martin Harvey

Dr Catherina Chang
Dr Shailesh Kumar

Mr Grant Christie
Research 

The Waikato Clinical School is actively involved in medical research and publishes a number of papers every year. There are professorial units in medicine, anaesthetics psychiatry and general practice. The establishment of these units has been funded by the Waikato District Health Board. All of our researchers have close links with their respective departments in the Faculty of Medical and Health Sciences in Auckland.  

Medicine

The research interests of the Dept of Medicine at the Waikato Clinical School include cardiology, oncology, endocrinology, diabetes, dermatology and rheumatology. Key academic staff include; the Head of Research for the School, Associate Professor John Conaglen (Endocrinology and Sexual Dysfunction), Dr Gerry Devlin (Cardiology), Associate Professor Amanda Oakley (Dermatology), Dr Nic Crook (Diabetes), Mrs Grace Joshy (Research Fellow in Diabetes) and Dr Michael Jameson (Oncology). Research into rheumatology is led by Associate Professor Peter Jones at Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Rotorua. The department has strong links with AgResearch at Ruakura and has published a number of papers in conjunction with their researchers. 

Cardiology

Waikato Hospital is the tertiary cardiology referral centre for the Midland Region. Dr Devlin is the clinical leader of the Midland Regional Cardiology Network. He is Principal Investigator in the recently commenced New Zealand Heart Failure Registry. Dr Devlin is also a Co-Investigator on an HRC study looking at the Management of Chronic Care in New Zealand - the ABCC study. He is also actively involved in basic research with the Cardio-endocrine Group at Ruakura. Dr Devlin is also a local Principal Investigator in a number of large international clinical trials in acute coronary syndromes and heart failure.
Publications
Gibbons, Veronique, Devlin, Gerard, Speed, John, and Ross Lawrenson. 2007. "The use of amino-terminal fraction brain natriuretic peptide (NT-proBNP) assays in general practices in Waikato, New Zealand." The New Zealand Medical Journal 120, no. 1255.
Harrison W, Ruygrok PN, Greaves S, Wijesinghe N, Charleson H, Wade C, Devlin G. Percutaneous Closure of Left Ventricular Free Wall Rupture with Associated False Aneurysm to Prevent Cardioembolic Stroke. Heart Lung Circ. 2007 Sep 10.
Jogia PM, Kalkoff M, Sleigh JW, Bertinelli A, La Pine M, Richards AM, Devlin G. NT-pro BNP secretion and clinical endpoints in cardiac surgery intensive care patients. Anaesth Intensive Care. 2007 Jun;35(3):363-9. 

Scott AR, Cheng A, Greenacre M, Devlin G. Implications of hyperglycaemia and ethnicity in patients with acute coronary syndromes in New Zealand. Diabetes  Obes Metab. 2007 Jan;9(1):121-6.

Endocrinology

Associate Professor John Conaglen heads the Department of Endocrinology at the Waikato Hospital and has active research links with Ruakura and with Dr Marianne Elston who is currently working in Australia. Dr Conaglen is a leading researcher into sexual health and has been conducting a large randomised controlled trial looking at the management of erectile dysfunction.
Publications
Elston MS, Gill AJ, Conaglen JV, Clarkson A, Shaw JM, Law AJ, Cook RJ, Little NS, Clifton-Bligh RJ, Robinson BG, McDonald KL. Wnt pathway inhibitors are strongly down-regulated in pituitary tumors. Endocrinology. 2007 Dec 13; 

Elston MS, Orr-Walker BJ, Dissanayake AM, Conaglen JV. Thyrotoxic, hypokalaemic periodic paralysis: Polynesians, an ethnic group at risk. Intern Med J. 2007 May;37(5):303-7. 

Elston MS, Stewart IJ, Clifton-Bligh R, Conaglen JV. A case of oncogenic osteomalacia with preoperative secondary hyperparathyroidism: description of the biochemical response of FGF23 to octreotide therapy and surgery. Bone. 2007 Jan;40(1):236-41. Epub 2006 Sep 18. 

Diabetes

The Waikato Regional Diabetes Service is committed to supporting research. The service is run by Dr Peter Dunn and a diabetes researcher, Mrs. Grace Joshy, who is funded by the Waikato District Health Board. She is supervised by Prof Ross Lawrenson. Dr Justina Wu is a Honorary Senior Lecturer with the Waikato Clinical School. Main areas of research of this group are health services research and have included investigations of Get Checked data from the local PHO and examination of the Waikato Regional Diabetes.  Dr Nic Crook in Rotorua is also involved in diabetes research.
Publications
Hickey D, Joshy G, Dunn P, Simmons D, Lawrenson R. Glycaemic control and antibody status among patients with newly diagnosed Type 1 diabetes.N Z Med J. 2007 Sep 21;120(1262):U2732. 

Reda E, Von Reitzenstein A, Dunn P. Metabolic control with insulin pump therapy: the Waikato experience.N Z Med J. 2007 Jan 26;120(1248):U2401. 

Oncology

The Waikato Hospital is one of the five New Zealand cancer centres and is actively involved in a number of clinical trials as well as initiating local research. The key researcher is Dr. Michael Jameson who has been funded by the Waikato Bay of Plenty Division of the Cancer Society for his research time.

Publications
Thotathil Z, Jameson MB. Early experience with novel immunomodulators for cancer treatment. Expert Opin Investig Drugs. 2007 Sep;16(9):1391-403.

Thotathil ZS, Long JE, Kennedy I, Jameson MB, Adams J, Kuper M. Chemotherapy prescription patterns in colon cancer: a patterns-of-care survey in New Zealand. N Z Med J. 2007 Jul 20;120(1258):U2636. 

Jameson MB, Baguley BC, Kestell P, Zhao L, Paxton JW, Thompson PI, Waller S; Cancer Research (UK) Phase I/II Trials Committee. Pharmacokinetics of 5,6-dimethylxanthenone-4-acetic acid (AS1404), a novel vascular disrupting agent, in phase I clinical trial. Cancer Chemother Pharmacol. 2007 Apr;59(5):681-7. 

Dermatology
The Department of Dermatology at Waikato Hospital provides a leading role within New Zealand for both teaching and research by Dr Rademaker, Honorary Associate Professor, and Dr Oakley Clinical Associate Professor. The department has a special interest in applying technology to dermatological education. Senior medical staff members have presented at several international meetings and have published numerous original research papers, case reports, reviews and critical appraisals for peer reviewed and general medical journals and textbooks. Amanda Oakley, with assistance from her colleagues in the department, has developed a comprehensive worldwide web site for the New Zealand Dermatological Society, NZ DermNet (www.dermnetnz.org). The site includes comprehensive information for patients about more than 1000 conditions and treatments and Continuing Medical Education for health professionals. 
Publications
Simpkin S, Oakley A. Clinical review of 202 patients with vulval lichen sclerosus: A possible association with psoriasis. Australas J Dermatol. 2007 Feb;48(1):28-31.

Barker S, Oakley A, Rademaker M.Retrospective review of primary melanomas excised at Waikato Hospital, New Zealand, 2002-2003. Australas J Dermatol. 2007 Feb;48(1):14-7.

Tallon B, Rademaker M, Parkinson G1, Whitley B, Swarbrick MJ. Cavitary Pyoderma Gangrenosum and a novel treatment. Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology 2007; 56: 696-9.
Tallon B, Rademaker M. Asymptomatic Papules Over the Proximal Nail Fold in a Child—Quiz Case. Arch Dermatol. 2008;144(1):105-10.

Hill S, Duffill M, Lamont D, Rademaker M, Yung A. Pseudochromhidrosis: blue discolouration of the head and neck. Australas J Dermatol. 2007 Nov;48(4):239-41. 

Salmon PJ, Chan WC, Griffin J, McKenzie R, Rademaker M. Extremely high levels of melanoma in Tauranga, New Zealand: possible causes and comparisons with Australia and the northern hemisphere. Australas J Dermatol. 2007 Nov;48(4):208-16. 

Derraik JG, Rademaker M. Phytophotodermatitis caused by contact with a fig tree (Ficus carica). N Z Med J. 2007;120(1261):U2720.

Rademaker M, Barker S. Contact dermatitis to a canine anti-dandruff shampoo. Australas J Dermatol. 2007 Feb;48(1):62-3.

Surgery
Surgical research at the Waikato Clinical School involves mainly research into the management of breast cancer, vascular surgery and paediatric surgery. Leading academics include Mr Ian Campbell (Breast Surgeon), Mr Thodur Vasudevan (Vascular Surgeon) and Mrs Udaya Samarakkody and Mr Askar Kukkady (Paediatric Surgeons).  The department has been fortunate to have a surgical Research Fellow funded through the Department of Surgery in Auckland for the last three years – in 2007 the Research Fellow was Dr Lupe Taumoepeau.
Publications
Bennett H, Marshall R, Campbell I, Lawrenson R. The effect of urban versus rural residence on stage at diagnosis and survival for women with breast cancer in Aotearoa-New Zealand. N Z Med J. 2007 Nov 30th 120(1266) 
Mandhan P, McConchie B, Brown S, Kukkady A, Samarakkody U. Comparative study between window and conventional enterostomies in preterm neonates with small bowel perforations. J Pediatr Surg. 2007 May;42(5):823-8.

Paediatrics
Dr David Graham has been the principal investigator in a randomised intervention study of exercise in school children funded by the Waikato DHB - Project Energize . The intervention arm is being run by Sport Waikato. Dr Anne Jacquiery is based in Rotorua and has a joint appointment with the Liggins Institute and the Waikato Clinical School. Her area of interest is foetal nutrition and its effects on subsequent development. 
Publications

Rumball CW, Oliver MH, Thorstensen EB, Jaquiery AL, Husted SM, Harding JE, Bloomfield FH. Effects of twinning and periconceptional undernutrition on late-gestation hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis function in ovine pregnancy. Endocrinology. 2007 Nov 29; 

Oliver MH, Jaquiery AL, Bloomfield FH, Harding JE. The effects of maternal nutrition around the time of conception on the health of the offspring. Soc Reprod Fertil Suppl. 2007;64:397-410.
Anaesthetics

The anaesthetic research group has interests in depth-of-anaesthesia monitoring, anaesthesia and sleep modelling, and anaesthesia and seizures. During 2007 the group were successful partners in two Marsden funded research projects and received a substantial grant from the Neurological Foundation of New Zealand.  The department is able to offer a broad-based neuroscience research environment for any prospective PhD and MD students.  National and international collaborative links have been further strengthened with the publication of several co-authored papers, and involvement in a number of new multicentre clinical trials. The unit is led by Prof. Jamie Sleigh supported by Dr John Barnard (Clinical Senior Lecturer) and Dr Logan Voss (Research Fellow).
Publications
F M P van Haren, J W Sleigh, P Pickers, J G van der Hoeven. Gastrointestinal perfusion in septic shock. Anaesthesia and Intensive Care. Oct 2007. Vol. 35, Iss. 5; pg. 679-94.

Voss L, Sleigh J. Monitoring consciousness: the current status of EEG-based depth of anaesthesia monitors. Best Pract Res Clin Anaesthesiol. 2007 Sep;21(3):313-25. 

Li X, Sleigh JW, Voss LJ, Ouyang G. Measure of the electroencephalographic effects of sevoflurane using recurrence dynamics. Neurosci Lett. 2007 Aug 31;424(1):47-50. 

Arnold G, Kluger M, Voss L, Sleigh J. BIS and Entropy in the elderly. Anaesthesia. 2007 Sep;62(9):907-12. 

Steyn-Ross ML, Steyn-Ross DA, Wilson MT, Sleigh JW. Gap junctions mediate large-scale Turing structures in a mean-field cortex driven by subcortical noise. Phys Rev E Stat Nonlin Soft Matter Phys. 2007 Jul;76(1 Pt 1):011916. 

Barnard JP, Bennett C, Voss LJ, Sleigh JW. Can anaesthetists be taught to interpret the effects of general anaesthesia on the electroencephalogram? Comparison of performance with the BIS and spectral entropy. Br J Anaesth. 2007 Oct;99(4):532-7. 

Jogia PM, Kalkoff M, Sleigh JW, Bertinelli A, La Pine M, Richards AM, Devlin G. NT-pro BNP secretion and clinical endpoints in cardiac surgery intensive care patients. Anaesth Intensive Care. 2007 Jun;35(3):363-9.

Subramaniam RM, Blair D, Gilbert K, Coltman G, Sleigh J, Karalus N. Withholding anticoagulation after a negative computed tomography pulmonary angiogram as a stand-alone imaging investigation: a prospective management study. Intern Med J. 2007 Sep;37(9):624-30. 

Voss LJ, Ludbrook G, Grant C, Upton R, Sleigh JW. A comparison of pharmacokinetic/pharmacodynamic versus mass-balance measurement of brain concentrations of intravenous anesthetics in sheep.Anesth Analg. 2007 Jun;104(6):1440-6
Psychiatry

The WCS Department of Psychiatry is an active research centre on classification of mental health.  This research is led by Professor Graham Mellsop supported by Mrs Gaelle Dutu (Research fellow in statistics). With support from the WHO and the NZ MoH there are a number of ongoing projects seeking to define what different user groups seek from a classificatory system.  Involvement of primary care has been in conjunction with Dr Steven Lillis. There is also participation in work exploring the links between culture and related variables. Associate Professor David Menkes has been exploring his interest in the pharmacology, toxicology and sociology of drug treatments in psychiatry and is developing projects in health information portals and cardiovascular risk management for people with mental health problems. 

Publications
Mellsop G, Smith B. Reflections on masculinity, culture and the diagnosis of depression. Aust N Z J Psychiatry. 2007 Oct;41(10):850-3. 

Tapsell R, Mellsop G. The contributions of culture and ethnicity to New Zealand mental health research findings. Int J Soc Psychiatry. 2007 Jul;53(4):317-24. 

El-Badri S, Mellsop G. Stigma and quality of life as experienced by people with mental illness. Australas Psychiatry. 2007 Jun;15(3):195-200. 

Mellsop G, Dutu G, El-Badri S. CAOS contribution to understanding cultural/ethnic differences in the prevalence of bipolar affective disorder in New Zealand. Aust N Z J Psychiatry. 2007 May;41(5):392-6.

Mellsop G, Dutu G, Robinson G. New Zealand psychiatrists views on global features of ICD-10 and DSM-IV. Aust N Z J Psychiatry. 2007 Feb;41(2):157-65. 

Mellsop G, Menkes D, El-Badri S. Releasing psychiatry from the constraints of categorical diagnosis. Australas Psychiatry. 2007 Feb;15(1):3-5; 

Mellsop G, McClintock K, Dutu G. Population-based funding formulae cultural coefficients: seeking a more equitable distribution of health dollars in New Zealand. N Z Med J. 2007 Mar 23;120(1251):U2465. 
Knight JG, Menkes DB, Highton J, Adams DD. Rationale for a trial of immunosuppressive therapy in acute schizophrenia. Molecular Psychiatry 23: 1-8 (2007)

Menkes DB, Maharajh M. Just saying “no” to pharmaceutical sponsorship. New Zealand Medical Journal 120 (2007). www.nzma.org.nz/journal/120-1251/2471/ 

Howard RC, Menkes DB. Changes in brain function during acute cannabis intoxication: preliminary findings suggest a mechanism for cannabis-induced violence. Criminal Behaviour and Mental Health 17:113-7 (2007). doi:10.1002/cbm.646

Lepping P, Menkes DB. Abuse of dosulepin to induce mania. Addiction 102: 1166-7 (2007). doi:10.1111/j.1360-0443.2007.01828.x

Menkes DB, Holt A.  Hearts and Minds: Information to manage metabolic syndrome in mental illness. Health Care and Informatics Review Online (2007). Published 31 October 2007. http://hcro.enigma.co.nz/website/index.cfm?fuseaction=articledisplay&FeatureID=111111 

Mellsop GW, Menkes DB, El-Badri SM. Classification in psychiatry: Does it deliver in schizophrenia and depression? International Journal of Mental Health Systems 1:7 (2007). doi:10.1186/1752-4458-1-7. http://www.ijmhs.com/content/1/1/7 

General Practice and Rural Health

Research within the department has a number of strands including mental health, diabetes, education, heart failure and thyroid disease. Research has been conducted by Professor Ross Lawrenson, Dr Steven Lillis and Mrs Veronique Gibbons (Research Fellow). Much of this research has been in conjunction with local General Practitioners. The department is also committed to research into rural health issues and has two part time Senior Lecturers in Rural Health Dr Rachel Thomson and Dr Jo Scott-Jones. 

In 2007 the department supported the Waikato/Bay of Plenty Faculty of the College of General Practitioners with the organisation of the annual College Conference which was held in Rotorua. 

Publications
Hickey D, Joshy G, Dunn P, Simmons D, Lawrenson R. Glycaemic control and antibody status among patients with newly diagnosed Type 1 diabetes. N Z Med J. 2007 Sep 21;120(1262):U2732. 

Gibbons V, Devlin G, Speed J, Lawrenson R. The use of amino-terminal fraction brain natriuretic peptide (NT-proBNP) assays in general practices in Waikato, New Zealand. N Z Med J. 2007 Jun 1;120(1255):U2555. 

Lim S, Gibbons V, Conaglen JV. Assessment and management of thyroid nodules in general practice. NZFP. 2007; 34(4) 274-7

Bennett H, Marshall R, Campbell I, Lawrenson R. The effect of urban versus rural residence on stage at diagnosis and survival for women with breast cancer in Aotearoa-New Zealand. N Z Med J. 2007 Nov 30th 120(1266) 

Simmons D, Lillis S, Swan J, Haar J. Discordance in perceptions of barriers to diabetes care between patients and primary care and secondary care. Diabetes Care. 2007 Mar;30(3):490-5.

Lillis S, Ward D, Lord H. Practice accreditation across a network; enabling practices. NZFP. 2007 34(3) 

Lillis S, Lawrenson R. Medical education into the future. NZFP 2007; 34(4): 249-50

Lillis S, Gibbons V. “Oh no, it happened again” Error in General practice. NZFP 2007 34(1)

Lillis S, Gibbons V, Sheck L. Audit of referral for retinal photoscreening for patients with diabetes in general practice. NZFP 2007 34(5)

Lillis  S “Error in Medicine' In 'Coles Medical practice 2007' St George I (ed.), New Zealand, Medical Council of New Zealand.

Summer Students
The Waikato Clinical School offers ‘Summer Studentships’ each year. This program is managed by Assoc Prof John V Conaglen. In 2007 we awarded 14 summer studentships. 12 of these were generously funded by the Waikato DHB, one by the RNZCGP* and one by the NZ Heart Foundation+.

	SUPERVISOR
	PROJECT TITLE
	STUDENT NAME

	Graham Mellsop
	“Risk Axis: Implementation of Structured Clinical Guidelines for the Assessment and Management of Risk in Psychiatry
	Vanessa Burrett



	Graham Mellsop
	“Risk Axis: Implementation of Structured Clinical Guidelines for the Assessment and Management of Risk in Psychiatry
	Breanne Gordon



	N Wijesinghe

G Devlin
	“Risk of the Development of Radiocontrast-Induced Nephropathy (RCIN) During Cardiac Catheterisation in Patients with Normal Serum Creatinine”
	Sonia Cherian



	Ross Lawrenson
	“The Prevalence of Diagnosed Diabetes in the General Practice”
	Peter Choi+


	Natalie Keene
	“Cognitive, attentional and behavioural outcomes for extremely premature babies, born weighing less than 1250g:  Follow-up at the corrected age of 1 and 2 years, and chronological age of 4 and 8 years”
	Elizabeth Clausen



	Colin Patrick
	“Reliability and Validity of the Hospital Anxiety and Depression Inventory and the Geriatric Anxiety Inventory in the Diagnosis of Anxiety Disorders in Older People with Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD)”
	Manisha Cooray



	S Kumar
	“Burnout in New Zealand Psychiatrists:  Causes and Presention (Phase 3 of the National Study on Burnout in New Zealand Psychiatrists)”
	Sachintha Fernando



	Natalie Keene
	“Cognitive, attentional and behavioural outcomes for very low birthweight infants at 8 years compared to a control group”
	Jennifer Jiang



	Graham Mills
	“The Use of a Probiotic Containing Milk Product in an Attempt to Eradicate Extended Spectrum (-lactamases Producing (ESBL) Organism Gut Colonisation”
	Zaal Meher-Homji



	I Campbell
	“Cross Sectional Study to Evaluate the Local Incidence of Lymphoedema and Sensory Changes Following Axillary Surgery for Breast Cancer”
	Rachael Nancekivell

	C McMahon
	“Identifying the Function and Signalling Pathway of Mechano-Growth Factor (MGF)”
	Talia Simpson



	PSDV Prasadarao
	“Predictors of Loneliness in Older People:  A New Zealand Study
	Selvaraj Vasanthan



	David Menkes
	“Hearts and Minds:  Physical Health Indicators in Chronic Mental Illness”
	Megan Walker



	Ross Lawrenson 

Clem le Lievre
	Why don’t patients with diabetes attend a free “Get Checked” annual review.
	Tessa Porter*


Waikato Clinical Skills and Simulation Centre

Within the WCS, we have an excellent purpose-built skills and simulation centre and an extensive range of equipment.  The centre is a cooperative venture between the Waikato DHB and University of Auckland (WCS). The centre delivers a wide range of high-quality practical courses and hands-on workshops for most of the health disciplines, and for both undergraduate and postgraduate health professionals. In 2005 we reached a milestone of over 7,000 participants attending the centre since opening in June 2002.

Demand for courses at the Centre continues to grow, along with our own initiatives and specialist niche courses. 
Highlights for the year include:

- 
Delivery of Basic Surgical Skills workshops for Trainee Interns

- 
Advanced Life Support two-day courses for all Trainee interns

- 
Regular skills-based practical sessions for 1st Year House Surgeons

-
Endovascular two-day workshop for Australasian Vascular Surgeon trainees and  consultants

- 
Several minor surgery workshops and a range of practical workshops for General  Practitioners

- 
National franchised courses continue to be attracted here including EMST (trauma) and APLS (paeds)

- 
Implementation of a comprehensive advanced resuscitation training program for nursing and medical staff, including an outreach program to outlying hospitals and community groups

- 
Post Anaesthetic Care Unit (PACU) courses delivered here in collaboration with the Wellington Faculty

- 
Purchase of high-fidelity paediatric simulator and other key equipment

WCS Administration

Current WCS meetings/committees include;
· Joint relations executive between the Faculty and the WDHB – 4 times a year. 

· WCS Executive meetings – 6 weekly

· WCS Undergraduate Teaching Committee – 8 weekly

· WCS Postgraduate Teaching Committee

· WCS Research Committee

· WCS Faculty meeting – a meeting of all clinical staff 4 times a year

Administration Staff
· School manager

· Administrative assistant/secretary Head of School 

· Administrative assistant/secretary Prof Psychiatry 

Overseas Links
· Prof Sleigh undertook a sabbatical tour of the United States and Europe in 2007.

· Prof Mellsop has been appointed as Chair of the Australasian College of Psychiatrists Education Committee and an advisor to the WHO. 
�
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