MEDSCI 701: Special Studies in Medical Sciences

You must have a supervisor before you can be enrolled in MEDSCI 701 (semester 1 or semester 2).

This course is available for students enrolled in PGDipSci (Pharmacology or Physiology) and BSc(Hons) Pharmacology or Physiology, as well as some other programmes such as MHSc.

Students enrolled in PGDipBiomedSc or BBiomedSc(Hons) cannot take this course.

This course will normally be taken by students who will be commencing a research thesis in the following semester and who have supervisors for that thesis. That thesis supervisor will normally be the person who agrees to supervise the student in MEDSCI 701.

The format for School of MEDSCI 701 Medical Sciences Special Studies course is 100% in-course assessment involving the following components.

Discussions/Tutorials:It is expected that the student will meet with his/her topic supervisor on a regular basis. A target of 10 hours contact time per student is the mimium but some staff may prefer to operate on more than this. Dates and times for these regular meetings should be arranged by the supervisor and student.
Enrolment will be done by Nuala Helsby following an email from the Supervisor 
confirming his/her willingness to supervise the student in a Special Studies course.

The format for the MEDSCI 701 Special Studies in Medical Sciences course
is 100% in-course assessment involving the following components:
	Component
	Description
	Presentation / Assessment
	%

	Literature Review Article
	Write a review article that defines the current knowledge relevant to a research area
	Marked by supervisor and one other
	40%

	Research Proposal
	Prepare a research proposal suitable for an MSc project
	Marked by supervisor and one other
	30%

	
	
	
	

	PLUS EITHER:

	Presentation
	Present a talk outlining your proposed research
	Graded by group of academic staff members
	20%

	
	
	
	

	OR:

	Poster
	Prepare a poster that defines the area of research interest
	Presented and judged along with other MEDSCI 701  students
	20%

	Oral examination
	Oral examination of student’s knowledge of subject
	Assessed by supervisor and one other examiner
	10%


Literature Review Article:

The student will write a review article, in the style of an article in Current Opinion or Trends journals. The article should have abstract, as well as clearly defined sections with headings, conclusions and appropriate figures. Summary or introductory figures should be drawn by the student (e.g. using powerpoint) or if diagrams or figures are reproduced from other sources, those sources must be fully acknowledged otherwise it is considered plagiarism. The review will define and discuss the current standing of research in the area. There is no set size for the article, nor a reference limit, as the student should not be constrained by upper limits. The article should be submitted in electronic format (MS-Word); the student will receive feedback from the teacher and changes may be made before submission of the final version. The article will be marked according to: coverage of relevant areas; use of detailed evidence to support arguments; clarity and quality of presentation; figures and bibliography.

Research Proposal:

Prepare a research proposal that could form the basis of an MSc project. Writing succinct research proposals is an important skill. This work should be submitted electronically. Feedback will be given by the teacher and changes may be made before submission of the final version. The student’s proposal will be judged on its clarity, appeal to a broader scientific audience and logical construction. Does the introduction inform the aims and does the research proposal address the aims? Marks will be awarded for Introduction, Aims, Proposal, and the relative contribution of the student to the wording of the final submission.

Presentation (oral):

The student will present a summary of their research proposal in the form of a powerpoint presentation, to a group of academic staff and research students. The talk will cover relevant background literature, research aims and research techniques that may be applied. It is anticipated that the talk will be 30-45 minutes in length. The talk will be judged on the quality of the powerpoint slides, the clarity of the presentation, understanding displayed of the principles underpinning the research (i.e. the introduction), the aims of the research, and the logical flow of the research proposed. Questions will be invited from the audience after the talk and the performance of the student will be judged as this is considered an integral part of the presentation.

 Or poster presentation:

Communicating information using a poster format is an important skill for research students. The poster will define the problems and the basic biology of the general area that could be investigated through a Masters project. The poster should be prepared in powerpoint and be submitted electronically formatted for an A4 page. The student will receive feedback from the teacher on the poster and changes may be made before submission of the final version. The teacher will print the poster in colour and enlarge to A3. The student will present their poster to the relevant academic staff, Special Studies students and research students. The poster will be marked according to how well it covers the area as a stand-alone poster and how well it is used by the student in a presentation.

Oral Examination:

Following the oral presentation the student will be subjected to an oral examination by the teacher and a second member of academic staff. The student will be asked questions that explore his or her understanding of basic principles underpinning the proposed research and test the student’s knowledge of the area beyond that presented. The questions may also require students to think about possible problems they may encounter during their proposed research.
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