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Summer Studentship 
 

Application Form 

for 

Worldwise Malaria Review 
 

Applications are invited from students who will have successfully completed Part II of the 
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBChB) prior to the start date. 

 
Selection for the scholarship shall take into account the applicants academic performance and research 
experience and the nature of the research. 
 
The aim of this study is to develop national guidelines for the i) pharmaceutical prophylaxis and ii) 
the prevention of malaria in NZ travellers. These guidelines would be primarily of use to those 
general practitioners who practice travel health, and secondarily to those from other disciplines such 
as public health, tropical medicine, occupational health and school health. It is anticipated that these 
guidelines will be endorsed by the NZ Ministry of Health and will become the standard for providing 
ongoing malaria prevention advice for NZ travellers. 

 
 

One application per student. 
 

1. Full name of applicant  

2. Home address  

3. Contact  phone #  

  e-mail  

4. Date of Birth  

5. Degree and stage currently enrolled in 
  

6. Student ID number  
   

 

 
Please submit 1 single-sided copy of application by 4 p.m 30th October 2017. 
 
Email completed Applications to: judith.crann@worldwise.co.nz 
Applications must include academic results to date. 
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Research project 

New Zealand travellers are increasingly travelling to developing country destinations, but in 
so doing they are putting themselves at increased risk, given that 20% of them will become 
unwell in some form. General Practitioners, and Practice Nurses, in New Zealand are in a 
perfect position to provide travel health advice for their registered patients. However, there 
are no national guidelines surrounding the provision of travel health advice, and especially 
that relating to malaria prevention, in this country. This is in direct contrast to countries 
such as the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom all of whom have comprehensive 
national guidelines on malaria prophylaxis and prevention. 

The aim of this study is to develop national guidelines for the i) pharmaceutical prophylaxis 
and ii) the prevention of malaria in NZ travellers. These guidelines would be primarily of use 
to those general practitioners who practice travel health, and secondarily to those from 
other disciplines such as public health, tropical medicine, occupational health and school 
health. It is anticipated that these guidelines will be endorsed by the NZ Ministry of Health 
and will become the standard for providing ongoing malaria prevention advice for NZ 
travellers. 

Methodology 

It is anticipated that a medical student will review the guidelines listed, collate the data and 
highlight areas of discrepancy in preparation for further discussion. The student will work in 
the travel health clinic overseen by Prof Marc Shaw [FRNZCGP, FFTM RCPS (Glas)]. 

The endpoint of this research will be a published paper on the subject. The student will gain 
experience in research procedures to this end. Mentoring in primary care travel medicine 
will be provided throughout this process.  

Existing international guidelines on the risk of malaria and the recommendations for 
prevention will be reviewed and compared. New Zealand standards will be developed using 
evidence-based data currently available. 

Guidelines to be included in this review are those produced by: 

World Health Organization  

United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Public Health England (England, Wales, Northern Ireland) 

Health Protection Scotland 

Public Health Agency of Canada 

Where there are discrepancies, additional sources of data will be reviewed. The sources of 
these data will include national public health agencies, WHO regional sites, outbreak reports 
from ProMED (International Society for Infectious Diseases) and the United Kingdom based 
National Travel Health Network and Centre (NaTHNaC). In some cases it is anticipated that 
local specialists in travel and tropical medicine may be consulted.  

Data on imported malaria cases in New Zealand travellers from the Institute of 
Environmental Science and Research Limited will be analysed in order to identify the regions 
which constitute the greatest risk for NZ travellers. 
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The significance of this project to the health of New Zealanders 

 

Relevance and importance of the project to NZ general practice 

In the absence of any national guidance, it is anticipated that these guidelines will be highly 
relevant to NZ General Practitioners.  

The guidelines will provide clear and concise country specific malaria risk areas and 
recommend appropriate preventative measures including the use of chemoprophylaxis.  

Guidance on the use of chemoprophylaxis for special groups of traveller including infants, 
pregnant women, and those with pre-existing medical conditions will also be provided. 

These guidelines will ensure that the NZ traveller receives appropriate pre-travel counselling 
and malaria chemoprophylaxis.  

Dissemination of research results 
It is the plan that the research results will be disseminated to the NZ Ministry of Health for 
endorsement as official national guidance. The completed work will then be disseminated to 
primary care practitioners, specialist travel medicine providers, infectious disease units, 
public health agencies, pharmacies and pharmaceutical companies. 
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Any other relevant information 
Location: 

The research will be carried out at the Worldwise Travellers Health clinic situated  

at 18 St Marks Road, Newmarket Auckland. 

Start date: 4th December 2017  

Duration: 10 weeks. 

Remuneration: NZ$4000 

 

 

Signature Of  
Student:        ……….……………………………………….       Date: ………..…………   

 
 
 

 


