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Yvonne Jasmine Te-Ruki-Rangi-o-Tangaora Underhill-Sem combines her interests in gender and development, population geography and feminist post-structuralist theory on the body.  In addition to teaching in New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and Australia, she has worked in an applied development role as an Expert on Rural Development, Food Security and the Environment for the Secretariat of the Africa, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States in Brussels (2001-2). She has also been an independent scholar in Apia, Samoa and Bonn, Germany (1997-2001). She has received a number of significant distinctions and awards including the East-West Centre Scholarship, East-West Population Institute Research Award, University of Waikato Doctoral Scholarship, Papua New Guinea Population and Family Planning Project Research Award, Australian National University Research Fellowship, and the Association of Pacific Rim Universities Fellowship. She teaches or has taught courses on population studies and development studies. She is interested in the EU as a development actor, especially as it relates to the Pacific. She has worked internationally with civil society and as a high level applied development practitioner in Brussels. 

Recent publications include:  

‘The fertility of mobility: impulses from Hawaii’, GeoJournal 59: 55-58, 2004.

‘Marked bodies in marginalised places: understanding rationalities in global discourses’, Development 46(2): 13-17, 2003

‘Embodying development studies: bodies in places, places in bodies’, Development: Place, Politics and Justice: Women negotiating Globalisation, 45(1): 54-73, 2002

‘Women in paradoxical places: “out of place” in the South and the North’, Women in Action, No 3, 2001.

‘Maternities in “out-of-the-way places”: epistemological possibilities for retheorising population geography’, International Journal of Population Geography, 7: 47-460, 2001.
‘Of social construction, politics and biology; population geographies in the Pacific’, Asia Pacific Viewpoint, 40(1): 19-32, 1999.

‘Population mobility and the environment in Polynesia: new dimensions on an old theme’, in: Flowers, Fale, Fenua and Fa’a Polynesia, edited by R. D.  Bedford, R. Longhurst, and Y. Underhill-Sem, Asia Pacific Migration Research Network Working Paper Series, pp. 6-9. 2001.

‘Flowering identities in Samoa and the Cook Islands: population mobility and environmental transformation in the Eastern Pacific’, in: Flowers, Fale, Fenua and Fa’a Polynesia, edited by  R. D. Bedford, R. Longhurst, and Y. Underhill-Sem, Asia Pacific Migration Research Network Working Paper Series, pp. 26-33, 2001.

‘Arguing with Ivan: lives, livelihoods and social contracts’, in: Proceedings of the International Development Conference, December 2004, Centre for Development Studies, The University of Auckland, Auckland.

Recent Supervisions: 

MA Theses: 

Roshni Sami: Gender, power and young women's sexual agency in Suva

Denise Hummel: Arranged marriages in India: the universality of human rights from a gender perspective

Ungardaa Sandagsuren: Gender and pastoral land use in Mongolia: dilemmas of pastoral land tenure

Mandy Fitchett: Integrated water resources management, an ideal approach?  An institutional analysis of Suva's water supply

Kenny Gould: What about the boys? Young Men, HIV/AIDS and the Mass Media in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea
Primas Kapi: Aid Donor Conditionalities and NGO’s: The case of AusAids’ PNG Incentive Fund

Kristen Berger: A Recipe for Paradise? Gendered Tourism in Rarotonga 

