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Prior to joining the Faculty, Klaus Bosselmann was a judge, legal practitioner and law professor in Berlin. Since 1995 he has been coordinator for the postgraduate Environmental Law Programme and since 1999 Director of the New Zealand Centre for Environmental Law. Currently, he teaches international environmental law, environmental law for non-lawyers (both undergraduate) and foundations of environmental law and international environmental law (both postgraduate). His special interests include ethical and legal issues surrounding sustainable development, climate change, biodiversity, biotechnology and ecological approaches to justice, human rights and global governance. Klaus has been a visiting professor at the Humboldt University and Free University in Berlin, the University of Trier, the European University Institute in Florence and the Max-Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law in Heidelberg. Klaus Bosselmann’s areas of interest are:  environmental and sustainable development law, hazardous substances and biotechnology law, international and comparative environmental law, European environmental law, environmental ethics, and legal philosophy. 

His professional affiliations include: member, International Law Association; member, Commission on Environmental Law, IUCN-The World Conservation Union; member, IUCN Ethics Specialist Group; member, IUCN Academy of Environmental Law;  member, Advisory Board, International Centre for Environmental Compliance Assessment, Kagawa University, Japan; member, Advisory Board, Institute for Environmental Law, Bremen, Germany; member, European Environmental Sciences Network; member, Association for Environmental Law, Germany; member, Resource Management Law Association, New Zealand; member, New Zealand Association for Comparative Law; member, New Zealand European Studies Association; trustee, New Zealand Sustainable Communities Trust; member, Executive Board, Sustainable Aotearoa New Zealand; member, Earth Charter Aoteroa New Zealand.
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Recent PhD Supervision relating to aspects of European law and policy:

J Williams: Ecofeminism and Environmental Decision-Making

M Watts: Developments in Pesticide Policy and Law

H Reinecke: Achieving Sustainable Use of Resources through Law: a comparative study 

J Gray: Vessel Source Pollution and Key International Conventions: a case for change
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D Burke: Animal Rights

