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Professor of Law

Jane Kelsey specialises in the interaction of law and policy at the domestic and international levels from a critical and cross-disciplinary perspective. Her main teaching is in Law and Policy and International Economic Regulation at undergraduate, honours and postgraduate levels. In 2007, she will offer a course on Globalisation and Law as part of the University’s General Education programme, which is designed specifically for non-law students. This will focus on issues arising from developments in the IMF, World Bank and WTO. She also supervises a number of PhD and masters level students, often in cooperation with other faculties and universities.

Professor Kelsey is widely published. She is best known in Europe as the author of a best-selling critique of New Zealand’s neoliberal restructuring The New Zealand Experiment: a World Model for Structural Adjustment? (1995) republished by Pluto Press, London in 1997. She has been invited on a number of occasions to undertake lecture tours in Scandinavia and the United Kingdom on lessons to be learnt from the New Zealand experience, and has delivered conference papers in Europe, including a colloquium at the European University Institute. She is regularly consulted by political parties, trade unions, academics and journalists on these issues and enjoys close collaborations with UK academics, especially public policy specialists on health and education. 

Through her research and writing on the WTO and related trade negotiations, Professor Kelsey is a frequent visitor to Geneva and Brussels and participant in conferences and public forums, and has undertaken archival work on the GATS at the OECD in Paris. In 2005 she spent a month at the Schumann Centre of the European University Institute in Florence. 

The cross-disciplinary nature of Professor Kelsey’s work is reflected in her extensive range of international activities. She is an elected member of the steering committee for the International Network on Cultural Diversity, which has actively promoted the UNESCO Convention on cultural diversity, and advises them on issues in trade negotiations. She has been invited to speak at government-sponsored conferences on Cultural Diversity in Paris (2003), Croatia (2004) and Spain (2005). 

Professor Kelsey has been commissioned by churches and NGOs to prepare reports on the implications of current trade negotiations. The most recent was A People’s Guide to the  Pacific’s EPA Negotiations pursuant to the Cotonou Agreement 2000 for the World Council of Churches Office in the Pacific. This forms part of an ongoing interaction with other academics, government officials and NGOs based in Brussels, the Pacific and other ACP countries on these issues. 

Recent Supervision:

PhD theses:

Claire Slatter:  Directed Development? Multilateral Lending Agencies and New Economic Regimes in the Pacific (Co-supervisor)

Maria Bargh:  Neoliberalism and Recolonisation in the Pacific (External advisor) 

