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Adult-child interactions are known to be critical 
to early oral language learning and development. 
Responsive and reciprocal relationships, as well as 
the quantity and quality of talk used by adults, have 
been identified as important factors in supporting 
the development of communicative competence 
in infants and toddlers. International research 
has strongly and consistently linked oral language 
development in the first 3 years of life with later 
social, emotional and literacy skills. Relatively little 
local research, however, has explored the nature 
of early adult-child interactions within cultural and 
social contexts of Aotearoa-New Zealand. The aim of 
this doctoral thesis is to investigate the beliefs and 
expectations of adult caregivers  that underpin their 
interactions with infants and toddlers during shared 
story-time contexts. A qualitative research approach 
and case-study design are proposed to gather 
rich, in-depth data from a group of parents and 
educators of children aged 0- 3 years who attend 
a family services centre within a community that 
has a high proportion of Māori and Pasifika families 
and significant levels of identified socio-economic 
need. The findings of this study will contribute to 
our understanding of how parents and educators 
interact with their infants and toddlers. In addition it 
will shed light on ways to encourage partnership and 
dialogue around ways to nurture early oral language 
development through daily routine contexts involving 
talking and reading.
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