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she received the award – which 
carries us$100,000 (NZ$145,000) 
prize money – at a dinner held at the 
uNesco headquarters in Paris on 
22 February.

recipients are selected on the 
basis of scientific excellence by a jury 
of eminent international scientists led 
by Günter Blobel, Nobel Prize-winner 
for medicine in 1999. margaret 
received the Asia-Pacific Laureate 
award in materials science for her 
research on synthesising biologically 
active natural products that provide 
new lead compounds for the 
development of new drugs. 

margaret says she is extremely 
honoured to receive the award 
which reflects not only her own 
work but also the contribution 
made by her research students. her 
group comprises 13 PhD students, 
three honours students and several 

postdoctoral fellows.
“i hope this award will serve to 

stimulate added interest in science 
amongst young women of New 
Zealand, gain recognition for scientific 
excellence in our country and close 
the gender gap that exists in this 
rewarding field,” she said. 

The l’oréal-uNesco awards 
partnership comprises five Laureates 
and 15 Fellowships. The laureates 
are awarded to five eminent scientists 
for excellence in research with 
one from each of the world’s five 
major regions: africa, latin america, 
North America, Asia-Pacific 
and europe. 

Three New Zealanders have been 
awarded fellowships in the past.

Part of margaret’s responsibility in 
winning the prize is to present her 
research to her peers at the French 
academy of science.

Existing	in	the	middle	ground	between	abstraction	and	
figuration,	james	ross’s	pastel	drawings	play	host	to	a	range	
of	organic	forms.

From the collection

artist-in-residence at Victoria college’s Prahran Faculty of art and Design during 
1984, the elam-trained artist created a series of pastel drawings on paper while in 
melbourne. closely allied to his paintings of the period, they each contain a central 
ambiguous figural shape that is both an entity and an agent. This figure is meant to be 
both allusive and elusive, as the artist explains.

 “my paintings have connotations of what the viewer can innately recognise as 
‘figural’, yet they are also cognisant of the evolutionary language of painting itself. 
The language of painting as it affects my work includes notions of colour as poetic 
entity; drawings as buried, figural mark; shape as colour-space – all towards an 
archetypal, totemic end.”

 as in the 1947 painting of The Listener by colin mccahon, who was ross’s 
teacher at elam, the central motif in this work is reminiscent of a human head, 
turned away from the viewer, in lost profile. Surrounding blue and pink aural 
imagery – ear shapes or echoes rippling out – evoke the active listening of the title. 

references to the musicians of Greek mythology, orpheus and eurydice, 
are made in other works by the artist from this period, and the imagery here is 
suggestive of Echo’s unrequited love for Narcissus, who was transfixed by his own 
reflection.

 along with this intertextuality and negotiation of a third “formless” area 
between the traditional oppositions of form and content, there is also great 
pleasure taken in materials. The paper has been sealed with a primer of brilliant 
white gesso – chalky pigment mixed with glue – over which the intensely coloured 
lines left by the oil pastel glide or are softened into whispery smudges.

 "The red studio", a survey of James ross’s work over the last 25 years through the 
chromatic constant of red, is currently on show at the Gus Fisher Gallery.

arT

James ross (b.1948), Figure (Listening), 1984, pastel on paper, 
The university of auckland art collection.

Professor Margaret Brimble (Chemistry) is the first New 
Zealander	to	win	one	of	the	most	prestigious	awards	in	
international	science:	the	l’oréal-UNEsCo	For	women	in	
science	Award.

Chemist honoured in Kiwi first

margaret Brimble seen here with PhD student amy Tong.

When Alastair Hutchens signed up for a two-day “Not-for-profit marketing” 
course at the Business school, little did he know he’d be walking out with the keys 
to a brand new mercedes Benz – although, alas, only for a weekend.

alastair, acting ceo for the special olympics, won the car for a weekend 
simply by being the 25000th person to enrol in a short course.

He flew from Wellington to take the Auckland-based course and improve his 
capacity to fundraise for the organisation. “i hope to get special olympics in New 
Zealand on a better funding platform.,” says alistair. “it was really fortuitous that 
this particular course came up. i’ve been dropped in the deep end and have so 
much to learn about the not-for-profit sector. The timing is brilliant”.

alastair will auction off his prize to raise money for special olympics. as former 
ceo of FlyBuys, he is a seasoned short course customer, completing several 
programmes in the past and placing his own staff on courses.

Short Courses was set up in 1996 to fill a gap in the market for “lifelong 
learning” opportunities for auckland’s business community., with 4000 people 
attending courses each year.

Since then the division has taught more than 1500 courses. The very first was 
called choosing and using the World Wide Web.

To find out about Short Courses phone 0800 800 875 or visit www.
shortcourses.auckland.ac.nz

Free ride for CEO


