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Outline 
• Hard Times? 

– Valuing 
– Chronology and context 
– Role of social sciences 

• Assessing Impact (Bastow et al.) 
– Configuring the field 
– Assessing outputs 
– “Outreach” 

• Discussion – Agenda? 



Value of Arts/Humanities 



Some Reports and Papers 
• Gibson, RE (1970). Report on Social Science Research 

Services, NRAC, Wellington. 
 

• Fougere, Orbell (1975). “Proposal to establish a centre 
for the study of New Zealand society”, ANZ Journal of 
Sociology, 10: 227-9. 
 

• Lunt, Davidson (2002). “Increasing social science 
research capacity”, Social Policy Journal of NZ, 18: 1-17. 
 

• Gluckman, P (2011). Towards better use of evidence in 
policy formation: a discussion paper. Office of PM’s 
Science Advisory Committee. Wellington. 



Role of the Social Sciences – 40 Years 

• Gibson report (1970) 
– “recommended that the Council develop a social 

science arm to foster development of research 
activity” (Neil Lunt PhD Thesis, 2004, p. 20) 

 
• Gluckman discussion paper (2011, p.15) 

– “Social science is not well constituted within the 
New Zealand science system and across or within 
those ministries and agencies that need such 
information to develop policy options”. 



“Straws in the wind” 

• Public statements favouring STEM (Minister) 
 

• Discontinuation of “Health and Society” strand within 
MBIE (previously MSI, FoRST) 
 

• Ferociously competitive Marsden 
• Health Research Council with greater clinical and 

biomedical emphasis 
 

• Very tight public sector (e.g. contracts) 
• Greatly reduced intake to COMPASS methods school 



10 National Science Challenges 

Some Social Science Aspect 
1. Ageing well 
2. Better start 
3. Healthier lives 
4. High-value nutrition 
5. Technological innovation 

for growth 
 

Limited Social Science Aspect 
1. Biological heritage 
2. Land and water 
3. Sustainable seas 
4. Antarctica 
5. Resilience to natural 

disasters 
 



National Science Foundation, 2012 





Global Risks, 2014 (WEF) 

Top 5 on Likelihood 
1. Income disparity 
2. Extreme weather events 
3. Un(under)employment 
4. Climate change 
5. Cyber attacks 

Top 5 on Impact 
1. Fiscal crises 
2. Climate change 
3. Water crises 
4. Un(under)employment 
5. Critical information 

infrastructure breakdown 



Sociology Seminar Series 

1. Changing Times 
2. Rethinking drug policy 
3. Safeguarding children 
4. Work systems 
5. Institution of marriage 
6. Food insecurity 

1. Valuing social science 
2. Indigenous knowledge 
3. Entrepreneurship 
4. Social policy outcomes 
5. Punitive practices 
6. Identities, visibilities 





























Agenda? Some Thoughts 
• Tertiary role (Lunt, Davidson (2002)) 

– Critic and conscience 
– Teaching research methods 
– Potential contract providers 

• Impact agenda (Bastow et al., 2014) 
– “Public” social science 
– Digital media (blog, tweet) 

• Transform graduate education 
• Provide vocational, professional role models 
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